
     Have you ever wondered why our 
financial giving to United Women in 
Faith is called “Pledge to Mission”?  
     Our giving to church is often 
referred to as a “tithe”. When I 
complete my tax return the IRS 
wants to know my “charitable 
contributions”. During the year I give 
money to many different 
organizations, and these are often 
referred to as donations or gifts. In 
the on-line thesaurus there are 164 
synonyms for “gifting”.  
     A Pledge to Mission is more than 
just a one-time gift or donation. A 
Pledge is a solemn promise, it is a 
serious commitment, not just a 
casual, spontaneous donation in 
response to a plea made by a non-
profit organization. It is thought-out, 
promised, committed. Every year we 
as individuals, local units, Districts 
and Conferences make a Pledge to 
Mission, as we have done for 154 
years. Our National Organization of 
United Women in Faith plans on our 
pledges to commit support to our 
nearly 90 National Mission 
Institutions, our 7 Regional 
Missionaries, and international 
missions in over 50 countries – 
including interest-free, micro 
business loans to women in Sierra 
Leone to start businesses where 
traditional financing would carry a 20
-25% interest rate and 
entrepreneurial women chicken 
farmers in Zimbabwe who can 
become economically independent 
and support their families. 
     We, as United Women in Faith, 

are uniquely positioned to focus 
on missions that improve the lives 
of women, children and youth. Our 
international work empowers 
women to find local solutions and 
make positive, measurable 
change in their communities. This 
includes skills-building workshops, 
leadership development, 
economic empowerment, 
advocacy work and more.  
     Our foremothers started down 
a path of mission that is our 
legacy to continue today. With our 
support Isabella Thoburn began a 
school for girls that became Asia’s 
first women’s college and Dr. 
Clara Swain began work that 
became the first women’s hospital 
in Asia. Now, 154 years later, both 
of these institutions continue to 
serve the women of India today.  
     So, as we prepare to attend 
our District Annual meetings this 
fall, have you personally made 
your Pledge to Mission yet? Has 
your local unit considered 
increasing their pledge so the 
programs supported by United 
Women in Faith can keep up with 
inflation? What are you willing and 
able to Pledge to continue the 
work and legacy of United Women 
in Faith? 
 

Blessings, 
 

Julia Paradine-Rice, President 

Michigan Conference UWF 
jparadinerice@gmail.com 
989-576-0675 

A Pledge to Mission 
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large. Instead, we are working to involve our 
closest friends and longest-standing partners first. 
The giving from this insider group will help set the 
tone for the campaign to ensure it’s a resounding 
success when we do make a public 
announcement. Your involvement means 
everything to us, and that’s why we’re inviting all of 
you in the Michigan Conference to join us in putting 
faith into action as we pave the way for an 
impactful campaign. 
      We are endlessly grateful for your continued 
support, and we are counting down the days to be 
with you in person this fall! 
      In the meantime, explore our dedicated hub 
at umchousegr.org/faith. This site was created 
specifically for our friends within the United Women 
in Faith and the United Methodist Church. Discover 
more about the Creating a Place to Belong 
Campaign and the instrumental role the United 
Women in Faith Michigan Conference is playing in 
shaping its course. 

Carla Moore 
UMCH Co CEO 

Eric J. Williams 
UMCH Co CEO 

     Before there was United Methodist Community 
House (UMCH), there were United Methodist 
Women. In 1902, they were a small group of 
women with a grand idea. Fueled by their 
unwavering faith, a strong sense of mission, and a 
deep commitment to their community and its 
people, UMCH was born. Their legacy has lived on 
through the lives changed these past 120 years. 
Together with all of the United Women in Faith, 
we’re embarking on an exciting journey into our 
second century of service.   
      The Creating a Place to Belong campaign is a 
three-year plan to ensure that more children can 
thrive, more families can work, and more seniors 
can be healthy in mind, body, and spirit. We know 
many of you have followed along as our expansion 
plans have taken shape. We are excited to share 
that as of August 2023, UMCH has received more 
than $25 million in government and philanthropic 
commitments to make this next chapter a reality. 
      We are looking forward to joining you for the 
upcoming district- and conference-wide annual 
meetings this fall, where we will share updates 
about the campaign and opportunities for the 
continued involvement of United Women in Faith 
members. 
      Although the campaign is well underway, we 
have not yet announced our plans to the public at 

United Methodist Community House Update 

The NCJ team has decided to offer 2 
scholarships per Conference (one for anyone 
and one for first timers) to attend the 2024 NCJ 
event in Indianapolis, IN. The scholarships are 
for the registration fee only. The 
individual Conference will select their recipients, 
register them, and request reimbursement from 
the NCJ treasury. The deadline will be April 30, 
2024. Each award will be no more than the early 
registration rate of $225.00.  

Early registration opens September 1 and ends 
November 30, so we need to identify 2 
scholarship recipients soon!  

North Central Jurisdiction Scholarships 
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Social Action                                      Soul Care 

book is written about Thomas’ twin sister, Tasmin 

and Jesus’ (Yeshua) brother Jude. The premise 

is that Jesus and Thomas had responsibilities at 

home that they should be taking care of.  Tasmin 

and Jude travel together seeking Thomas and 

Jesus in hopes of getting them to return home. I 

enjoyed this book and found it interesting to think 

what life might have been like in Jesus’ time. 

     As we approach the district annual meetings, I 
hope you have submitted your Reading Program 
reports to the district Secretary of Program 
Resources. The certificates will be presented at 
the district annual meetings. If you are 
responsible for providing the certificates, they can 
be downloaded from the Program Resources 
website. https://uwfaith.org/wp-content/
uploads/2022/09/
ReadingProgramCertificateOfRecognition.pdf 
     Please keep in mind that I am available to 
answer questions about the reading program or 
the books on the list. Feel free to e-mail or call 
me. 
Happy reading! 

Ruth Sutton 

Secretary of Program Resources  
(989) 708-9968   suttonr1@charter.net 

HAVE YOU SEEN IT? 

     It’s here!  It’s here! The 2024 Reading List is 
now available at: https://uwfaith.org/wp-content/
uploads/2023/08/ReadingProgramCatalog 
2024.pdf  I have been anxiously awaiting this list 
for about a month now. It seems like it takes 
forever for it to be posted. I haven’t had time to 
really give the list a good look, but I will be 
checking it out in the next week. As soon as I 
get the Excel list, I will check out which books 
are available at the library. I also will check to 
see which ones are available in audio format. If 
you would like a copy of this spreadsheet, e-mail 
me and as soon as I have it done, I will forward 
it to you. 
     In the meantime, I am 

reading the last three books 

on the 2023 list. As the 

Secretary of Program 

Resources, I feel that to 

recommend books and talk 

about them I need to have 

read them. The last book that 

I finished was Daughter of 

Cana by Angela Hunt. This is 

a Christian fiction book 

based on biblical stories. The 

Program Resources - Reading Program 

SAVE THE DATE - Advocacy Day 2024 
 
Advocacy Day 2024 will be held on March 13, 
2024. The theme will be: Mental Health Support 
Access 
 
United Women in Faith disappointed in the    
Supreme Court decision in Affirmative Action 
cases: 
https://uwfaith.org/press/2023/united-women-in-
faith-supreme-court-decision-in-affirmative-
action-cases-gravely-disappointing-we-mourn-
but-we-are-not-defeated/ 
 

Jocelyn Davis 
Social Action Coordinator 
missydavis32@gmail.com 
(810) 694-6266 

     For any local units or  
district teams interested 
in having a soul care   
retreat. 
     Jeanette Harris and I 
are available for support 
and guidance. 
     Here is our contact 
info: 

 Pat Bostic  
Vice President, North Central Jurisdiction 
pbostic02@att.net 
(248) 761-4302 
 

Jeanette Harris,  
President, Greater Detroit District 
Jharris48@yahoo.com 
248 752-7147 
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Upcoming Events 
 

Leadership Development - Holt UMC 
October 27, 2023 

 

Conference Annual - Holt UMC 
October 28, 2023 

 

 Jurisdiction- Indianapolis  
May 30-June 2 2024 

 

            Assembly- Indianapolis   
2026 

More Articles in This Edition              District 2024 Budget and Officers 

Michigan Conference of the United Methodist Church     
www.umwmichiganconference.org 

United Women in Faith 
PO Box 195, Mayville, MI 48744 

Published three times a year: February, May and August 
 
Send submissions by the 10th of the previous month to       
Sally Messner at sallymessner@yahoo.com 

 Due to space restraints and required information to 
prepare for our Conference Celebration, the 
following articles : 
• Messages from the District Presidents 
• United Methodist Community House update 
• Information about North Central Jurisdiction 

scholarships 
• Reading Program 
• Social Action 
• Soul Care 
• Charter for Racial Justice 
are available in our emailed and on-line newsletter  
at: https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/ 

Check Out Our Facebook! 

Scan this code to go to our 

NEW Facebook page. Follow us 

to keep updated on events and 

view photos! 

The District Budgets and Slate of Officers can 

be found at: 

https://www.umwmichiganconference.org/     

or by contacting your District or Conference 

President. 

NEW DISTRICT MAP: 
https://michiganumc.org/wp-

content/uploads/2023/01/2023-Seven-

Districts-Map-1.pdf 


